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ELS@Work : Workshop n°1
Hannover, Germany

10th February 2009
Activity report
Time:

10.00 – 18.00; starting 11.00 and several times repeated

Location:
Exhibition grounds Hanover
Participants:
Birgit Wittenberg, Helmuth Raich, Detlef Grote, Bernd Rebens, Christel Wolf, Mandy Winsel, Annette Volland, Immo de Veer, Andrea Lorenz, Gregor Piaskowy, Wolfgang Probst, Volker Steckhan, Hans-D. Steinwender, Hans Georg Bulla and target group of “didacta” (Teachers, trainers, representatives of department of human resources development, Ministry for education, Ministry for science and culture), Minister Lutz Stratmann as visitor
Programm:
Introduction to Leonardo da Vinci Program



Background to ELS@work



Benefit of ELS@work



Online demonstration of the portal



Open discussion

Background of “didacta”

Once again, the world's largest education trade fair proved to be the most important trendsetter for the education sector with over 700 exhibitors. More than 74,000 professionals from all sectors of education and training as well as from the education industry and government attended the show More than 1.400 workshops, semi​nars and presentations attracted around 24,000 teachers and trainers, making didacta the single biggest event for professional development in the education sector. The venue of the didacta alternates between Hanover, Cologne and Stuttgart. Visitor number increases by 10% compared to the last time the didacta took place in Hanover in 2006.

Didacta 2009 covered all levels of education, from early childhood education and school education, technical and vocational education and training and higher education to further training and lifelong learning. The exhibitors showcased latest educational products, concepts and resources. At six different fora, renown experts discussed education policies, reform of schools and other current issues such as didactics and quality assurance in education. 
Participating on the education trade fair
A platform  in one of the pavilions on the exhibition Grounds was organized by the public body  of the Agency for Adult and Further education in Lower Saxony, affiliated to the Ministry of Science and Culture. The Agency should promote Further education in Lower Saxony. Therefore Bildungswerk ver.di  and all others of the  acknowledged and state funded  organizations for adult and further education in Lower Saxony were invited to present themselves with contributions to the specific focus for every  five days on the education fair. On the first day, Feb 10th, the focus was on language learning and teaching. Bildungswerk ver.di should promote the els@work project as an innovative project both for methodology and business orientated.
Workshop

After a short introduction about the LEONARDO da VINCI program the presentation started with a Power point presentation about the background of els@work, the partners, the goals,the network of international learners and the benefit of e-learning methodology for language learning.

As second step showed the online presentation of the portal with all the contents available: business languages modules and the accompanying materials such as business culture, glossary and personal development. For the English business language course we showed the functions and the use  of the portal in detail. We gave support and answered questions about methodology, certificate, levels  and girth of the modules, duration and requirements for participating. On 2 displays which were available for all of the 5 days of the fair  we could offer the German brochures for els@work. Also the workshop was provided for only  one presentation, the power point presentation was shown the whole day on the platform and when some visitors were attracted we repeated again the presentation as a workshop with explanations of the portal online.
Outcomes:

The presentation and workshop was an important milestone for dissemination. We reached many multipliers for education in general and specific multipliers for language teaching. Representatives for adult and further education visited the workshop and Bernd Rebens, one of the directors of the Agency determined the els@work project as an important contribution for business language learning. He emphasized that statement several times in official education meetings, so for example in front of the board of the Confederation for Adult and Further Education in Lower Saxony in a meeting in August 24th. The Agency was the first partner who officially joined the els@work project in March 2009. A first contact for another workshop was made to Verein Niedersächsischer Bildungsinitiativen” (VNB) which also plays an important role for further education as an officially acknowledged adult educational institution.
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